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Ash Wednesday 

Our Ash Wednesday services at both campuses were held 

last week on 14 February.  This is the beginning of Lent. 

Traditionally the forty day period to examine and renew our 

spiritual lives.  It is a time of prayer, service, and fasting.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Above: On Ash Wednesday, Tutor Groups held  

liturgies to mark the start of Lent 

 

The forty days recall the forty years that the people of Israel 

wandered in the wilderness before arriving at the promised 

land and forty days that Jesus spent in the wilderness after 

being baptized.  

 

On Ash Wednesday, we receive ashes that remind us of our 

nature as created beings.  This practice echoes the Old 

Testament tradition of wearing ashes as a sign of repentance.  

As the ash cross is made on our foreheads, we hear words 

that echo John the Baptistôs call to conversion: ñRepent, and 

believe in the Gospelò. 

 

Commencement Assembly 

Last Friday, we welcomed the high achieving students from our 

Class of 2023 to our first College Assembly for the year.  We 

welcomed these Old Paradians and recognised their 

outstanding achievements in front of their families and the 

entire Parade school community.  

 

Above: (L - R) 2023 College Duces Rex Kelly and  

Michael Simonetto addressing the Assembly 

 

Another highlight at our assembly was the announcement of 

the inaugural recipient of the Lewis Derrico Young Old 

Paradians Achievement Award.  Lewis was a former student 

(College Captain in 1974) and also a past staff member.  He 

was integral in the re-establishment of the Old Paradiansô 

Association (OPA) with Br Moore and served as President of 

the OPA from 2009 to 2021.  

 

Lewis was an outstanding and very proud Old Paradian 

inducted as a Tenete Award winner, the highest esteem the 

Association can bestow upon an old boy.  Lewis passed away 

in December 2022.   
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Above: The Derrico and Donato families with the Lewis Derrico 

Young Old Paradians Achievement Award winner 

Michael Donato (2017) 

 

The award was presented to Michael Donato, College 

Captain in 2017, by Lewisô wife Anna.  Michael has worked at 

the College since graduating in 2017, whilst completing his 

university studies.  

 

We wish Michael every success into the future and look 

forward to hearing about his contribution to the wider 

community in the years to come.   

 

Open Day  

This Sunday we have our College Open Day at our Bundoora 

campus.  I thank in advance students and staff for being 

present on Sunday, welcoming new families to Parade and 

showing them all of the great programs, support programs, 

extra-curricular offerings, and the facilities we have on offer 

for our students.  

 

We will have many people on site, and it is lovely to have our 

students and staff talk to our guests about the opportunities 

presented to our students on a daily basis.  Please feel free to 

enjoy part of the day.  

 

Our Parents of Parade Committee (POP) will be on site to 

assist and are looking forward to meeting existing families 

and chatting about the potential for further family engagement 

through the POP Committee events in 2024.  

 

Open Day commences at 10.00am and concludes at 2.00pm 

 

 

 

College Newsletter 

This Newsletter is our major means of communication with 

families, so please ensure that you take the time to read it. 

 

We produce the Newsletter every second week; normally 

sent electronically.   

  

Parents and carers are urged to ensure that we have their 

current preferred email addresses to receive the Newsletter.   

Please advise Reception immediately of any change of 

residential or email addresses and phone numbers.   

  

The Newsletter is always available on the College website.  

Hard copies are available for collection at Reception at both 

campuses for anyone unable to access the Newsletter 

electronically.    

 

Mr Mark Aiello 

Principal 



 

  



 

From the Assistant  
Principal - Student 
Wellbeing 
 

 

 

Parent Tutor Interviews and Information Evening  

Thank you to all our parents and carers who attended 

interviews with the Tutor Teachers at both campuses last 

Thursday.  

 

It was wonderful to hear some very positive and warm 

feedback from families both on the night, and the next day. 

 

A special thank you to Bethany Henry, our Parents of Parade 

(POP) President, who addressed our Year 7 families about 

how they can also connect with our great College.   

Above: VCE families meeting with our  

Student Wellbeing Team 

 

School Photos Re-Take Day 

Any student who did not receive their 2024 photo last week 

will have the opportunity for a re-take on 23 February.   

 

Students are to ensure they are in full academic uniform, 

including blazer, tie, and clean shaven without piercings per 

uniform policy.  

 

Further details will be published in the Student Bulletin.  

 

Mr Jacob Williams 

Assistant Principal - Student Wellbeing  

From the Dean of Students 
Years 7 to 8 
 

 

 

 

Year 7 Camp Information 

It was lovely to see so many Year 7 parents at the Camp and 

Treacy Trail Information session on Thursday 15 February.  

 

In the week beginning 4 March, we have Year 7 Camps and 

Treacy Trail for all Year 7 students.  Communication around 

this has been sent to all families on PAM and discussed at the 

Information Evening last Thursday.  

 

The return date for consent, dietary, and medical 

requirements was Monday 19 February.  Please ensure you 

have completed this for your son.  All Year 7 students will be 

going with their House Leaders so if families have any 

questions, please contact your son's House Leader, Tutor 

Teacher, or myself. 

Above: Last yearôs Year 7 students enjoying 

their Year 7 Camp 

 

Year 7 Camp and the Treacy Trail are two of the most 

important parts of a student's transition into the College.  

These key events assist students in forming lifelong 

connections with each other, developing shared experiences 

within the cohort, assisting in building relationships with their 

teachers, and allowing them to explore the Parade story and 

the stories of the brothers who founded the College. 

 

Further information regarding the camp and a user-friendly 

version of dates for camp and Treacy Trail per House will be 

emailed to all families by Friday 23 February. 



 

Above: Last yearôs Year 7 students learning about  

Paradeôs History on their Treacy Trail  

 

We are currently confirming campsites and dates within the 

week of 4 March for Nolan and Lynch House as the original 

site has overdue building work in progress.  Communication 

with all Year 7 families will occur this week.  

 

All our Year 7s will meet on Friday 23 February to discuss the 

behaviour and expectations on camp.  All students will be 

reminded that they are only to be in their assigned cabin. 

 

If for any reason students are found in cabins that are not 

assigned to them, they may be sent home (collected by parent 

or carer).  

 

Mr Chris Nairn 

Dean of Students Years 7 to 8 

From the Dean of Students 
Years 9 to 10 
 

 

 

 

Darebin Proactive Policing Unit (PPU) 

Presentations  

Year 8 and 9 students will be participating in a presentation 

arranged by the Darebin Proactive Policing Unit. 

 

The Proactive Policing Unit is a specialised team within the 

Victoria Police that focuses on proactive engagement and 

early intervention with young people.  They collaborate with 

families, schools, youth services, and fellow officers to 

promote positive interactions between police and young 

individuals. 

 

As part of our Respectful Relationships Program at Parade 

College, we are committed to the safety and wellbeing of all 

our students.  This presentation will assist in educating our 

students and expand their awareness about online safety, 

how it links to day to day life, and its application to their online 

interactions. 

 

Year 8 Presentation  Friday 1 March  

    11.05am to 11.55am 

Year 9 Presentation  Friday 1 March 

    12.00pm to 12.50pm 

 

Mr Cameron Elmore 

Dean of Students Years 9 to 10 
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From the Assistant  
Principal - Teaching & 
Learning 
 

 

 

During our last College Assembly, we had the pleasure of 

recognising the achievements of the VCE and VCE Vocational 

Major Class of 2023.  Celebrating the accomplishments of our 

students is a crucial part of inspiring them to persistently 

pursue excellence.  Our College is committed to cultivating an 

environment that encourages success and development within 

our school community.  

Above: Our 2023 High Achievers 

 

For families who are new to Parade, itôs important to know that 

the Parent Access Module (PAM) and SIMON are tools that 

allow students and their parents or carers to receive feedback 

on student progress in each subject.  PAMôs ongoing reporting 

feature allows parents to track their childôs work submission 

status and the results of submitted tasks. 

 

If a student does not submit work or needs to resubmit work 

that initially received a grade below a C, teachers will 

communicate the matter via a letter.  This letter, accessible to 

parents on PAM, serves to notify them of these 

circumstances.  

 

Information about assessment tasks, including due dates, can 

be found under Learning Areas for each of your childôs 

subjects on PAM.  Letters created by teachers serve as the 

primary communication method to inform parents about tasks 

that were not submitted or need to be resubmitted.  

 

Teachers will continue, however, to communicate other 

concerns about your child on through email or phone.  We 

always welcome families to reach out to their childôs subject 

teacher to discuss how we can collaborate to support his 

progress.  

 

Student-Free Day: Teacher Professional 

Development  

Please be aware that Tuesday 12 March is a student free day 

with teaching and support staff involved in professional 

learning activities at the Bundoora Campus.  

 

We will once again welcome Kirstin Bourne, an educational 

consultant and literacy expert with a background in teaching in 

Australia and the UK.  Kirstin has worked with the Melbourne 

Archdiocese of Catholic Schools to assist secondary schools 

in the teaching of good literacy practices.  Kirstin was the 

keynote speaker at our Teaching and Professional Learning 

Day in 2023 where she explored the concept of cognitive load 

and how it affects student learning.  

 

She worked with the Teaching and Learning Executive 

throughout 2023 to help design knowledge organisers and 

plan for the explicit teaching of disciplinary literacy. 

 

We are very lucky to have Kirstin return to Parade for 2024 to 

focus on student engagement and structuring lessons in a way 

that accounts for the literacy demands of our curriculum. 

 

Mr Maurice Petruccelli  

Assistant Principal - Teaching & Learning 



 

The NAPLAN tests will occur at the following times: 

 

Year 7 

¶ Writing: Wednesday 13 March, Periods 1 and 2 

¶ Reading: Thursday 14  March, Periods 1 and2 

¶ Conventions of Language: Friday 15 March, Periods 1 

and 2  

¶ Numeracy: Monday 18 March, Periods 1 and 2 

 

Year 9 

¶ Writing: Thursday 14 March, Periods 1 and2 

¶ Reading: Friday 15 March, Periods 1 and 2 

¶ Conventions of Language: Monday 18 March, Periods 1 

and 2 

¶ Numeracy: Tuesday 19 March, Periods 1 and 2 

 

There will be catch-up sessions for students who miss a test 

due to absence.  Students who miss a NAPLAN test should 

email Ms Nadia Bonvicino. 

 

Students must fully charge their laptops each night at home, 

to ensure they can complete the tests.  They should also 

bring their laptop chargers to school, in their laptop bags. 

 

Parents and Guardians who wish to discuss their sonôs 

participation in NAPLAN for 2024 or access to headphones, 

should contact me or their sonôs Additional Needs 

Coordinator.  

 

Ms Nadia Bonvicino  

Dean of Learning - Years 7 to 9 

From the Dean of Learning 
Years 7 to 9 
 

 

 

 

NAPLAN will be conducted on your sonôs school laptop and 

he will be required to use headphones in order to access 

and complete questions.  

 

For the tests, students need a specific browser application. 

Upon restarting their laptop, it should automatically appear 

on their desktop.  The icon is included below. 

To restart their laptop, students must click the Windows 

button in the bottom left corner of their screen, then click the 

power icon, then click ñRestartò.  Simply closing the laptop 

screen or using the built-in power button on the laptop will 

not initiate a restart.  

 

Students should be in the habit of restarting their laptops 

every week, to ensure their software is up to date and their 

laptop runs at optimum speed. 

 

We seek your support in asking your son to restart his 

laptop tonight. 

 

All Year 7 and 9 students are required to bring their own 

headphones that are compatible with their school laptop for 

the NAPLAN tests.  Wired headphones are preferable, but 

Bluetooth headphones will also work. 

 

The NAPLAN Practice Test will occur during Periods 1 and 

2 on Thursday 22 February.  The purpose of this practice 

test is to ensure that student laptops have the correct 

software installed, that studentsô headphones play audio, 

and that students know how to use the varied test functions 

such as drag-and-drop, calculator, protractor, and ruler.  

 

Students and parents can access further practice via the 

public demonstration website 

NAP - Public demonstration site 

https://www.nap.edu.au/naplan/public-demonstration-site


 



 

 



 

 


